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ON A NGHT 
TWO YEARS 
AGO L 
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HAPTER I: THE GHOST TOWER 





ye 


THAT WAS THE 
MGEHT ON 
WHICH 
FUIIMIYA 
TATSU CEO) 
WAS BRUTALLY 
MURDERED BY 
HER ADOPTWE 
DAUGHTER 
RKACA3) 










































YOU'RE 
JUST LIKE 





WAKING LiP 
AT NIGHT, 

































YOU KEEP 
BUYING 
THESE 
DIRTY 
KASUTORI 
MAGA- 
ZINES 







YOU WERE 
SO SWEET 
AND 
INNOCENT 
WHEN YOU 





FIRST 
CAME 
HERE AT 
your SIx- 
TEENTH, 




































atl 



































































































































UNEXPECT- 
EDLY, THE emve 

MARKET IS Phen ee 
FULL OF hoe 



































































































































oo 


= 





SPENDING 
ALL THE 
MONEY I 
6OT ON 
"TAXIDER- 
MIST W'S 
SECRET" 





AND : 
"SHOUNEN’/ 


















SHE HAS 
BECOME 
A FINE 

LADY.. 

















YOUR STEPFA- 
THER WAS A 
SCHOLAR, SO 
YOU MUST BE 
DOING SOME 
SORT OF 
RESEARCH OR 
SOMETHING, 


























Our HIGH 
SCHOOL’S 
MADONNA, 

HANAZO- 
NO-SAN/! 







































































I WAS 
ENVIOUS 
OF YOU, 
BECAUSE 

you 
ALWAYS 
GOT 

EVERY 
ISSUE OF 
SHOUNEN 

\ MAGZINE, 























LAST YEAR 
MY UNCLE 
DIED, SOT 
INHERITED 
SOME 
MONEY, AND 
NOW I’M 
INVESTING IT 


JT | SOMEHOW 
\9}|| MYSTERI- 





GIVE ME 
YOUR PHONE 
NUMBER, 

















IHAVEA 
LOT OF 
TIME 
SINCE I’M 
LEADING 
A HIGH- 
CLASS 
UNEM- 
PLOYED 
LIFE 


SO MAKE 
SURE 
you 
INVITE ME 
TO THE 
WEDDING 

















ALL 
MESSAGES 
TO HIM 














THIS IS 
THE BEST 
I’VE GOT, 

you 

ALSO 
THOUGHT 
MY OF MY 
OTECrATHER'S elon 

DOWNS BUNCH 
OF LIES, 











TAXIDER- 
MIST M'S 
SECRET 








I CANT BE | y 
COMPARED 


TO A RICH 
PERSON. 














HAVE ALREADY 

REACHED THE 

AGE, WHERE I 
CAN NO 


LONGER 
CHANGE, 




















IT’S OFTEN \ 
MENTIONED 
IN KASUTORI 
MAGAZINES, 





























IF YOU'RE 








THERE'S A 
RUMOR 
GOING 

AROUND 

THAT THE 











pl 


et 


























Ta 
NN 


Ww \ 
iN 






























































I’M ALL 
TIED UP! 


BUT 








IT HURTS! ri 
WHY ME 
olf 


HURTS/! 
ti 
BREAKI! 




















AY Ty OIE 
























































EHAPTER, 2: TETSUO, 






































































































































FLUIWA *~ 





























I’LL LET 
YOU DOWN 
THE SAME 

WAY. 








THE 
CRIME THEN YOU 
FROM 2 || GOT PULLED 
YEARS AGO|| Lip BY THE 
WAS DONE || POWER OF 
USING THE || THE CLOCK’S 
SAME MECHANISM, 
TRICK, 
















































































THE 
PERPETRATOR 
PULLED 
THE ROPE 


THROUGH THE 
CLOCKS HAND 


\ AND TIED IT TO 


YOUR BODY, 


\ 


I-I WAS 
ABOUT 


TO GET 
MURDERED! 





I'D RATHER 
NOT INVOLVE 
THE POLICE 
IF POSSIBLE 



































HURRY AND 
CALL THE 
POLICES! 












































SHOULD I JUST 
HAVE YOU GO 
THERE LIKE 
THIS? 

































































WHAT 
ARE YOU 
DOING? 








a 
\ 




































WELL I’M 
SOING TO 
EXPOSE YOUR 
LOWER HALF 










SAYING ONT 
SOMETHING worry, I'LL 
LIKE- NOTIFY THE 
POLICE, 





“HELLO, 


THERE'S A 
"AFTER I YELLED PERVERT AT 
OUT HIS BUDDIES THE GHOST 
ESCAPED BUT TOWER WHEPE 
ONE’S STILL A MURDER 
THERE, INDULGING HAPPENED IN 


IN SOME SORT 
OF BIZARRE 
PLEASURE WITH- 
OUT ANY PANTS 
ON” 


THE PAST” 



















“SEEKING THE ISN’T YOUR SINCE YOU 
BIZARRE” “TRUE ROOM FLILL BOUGHT SUCH 
CRIME STORIES” OF KASL- BOOKS, YOU 

"LIGHT AND TORI MAGA- MUST BE IN- 
DARKNESS” ZINES? TERESTED IN 
"SEX GARDEN” THE BIZARRE 
“LIEBE” “WHO- AM I RIGHT? 
DUNIT* "THE 


SHINSOU STO- 
RIES” 








] 5 AH? OP AMI 
. WRONG? 
























































\ 
\ 
NO, C 
my] IN 
= 
MOVE BACK : yy 
IN ORDER TO : 
u SAVE YOU, i 
BUT- . Ss 
2 . 
$ . 
Yj = 














ARE THE ONLY. 
ONES WHO ARE 
BELIEVED TO 








SEVERAL 


WAS DISCO- 
VERED INA 
HARBOR 
IN KOBE. 





WHICH 
MEANS, 





I DON'T 







TO KNOW, 







THAT I CAN 
OPERATE 
THIS CLOCK- 
TOWER. 












BECAUSE 


























RIGHT AFTER 
THE INCIDENT, 
RIKA CONFESSED 
TO THE POLICE 


THE CRIME. 























"eeeare 
OO) 





hed 
365) 


ARRESTED, 





IT’S WEIRD 





x 
sees 


oe 





oe 





eects 





BUT IT WOULD 
BE REALLY 
FOR ME IF I 

WERE MARKED 
RIGHT NOW. 


TROUBLESOME 
BY THE POLICE 





EVEN IF I SAY 
I RESEAR- 
POLICE MIGHT 
NOT GELIEVE: 


SaaS 




















& & Youk 
OG, bey 9, 308% 
Usease gue Sar QRESrGSa 
RReSEt seegesd aegeeess 
Biba S$du & QVHSaz OEIORSOO 
ee were <0coa% ay OF 
= See BESELS E Stee 
































THIS ISN'T A 
CLOCK-TOWER, 


A STRONG 
CLOCK 
HAND THAT 
CAN LIFT A 
PERSON. 

















WHY ARE 


DO YOU THINK 
SOMEONE WOULD 
ACTUALLY PUT SO 

MUCH EFFORT 

INTO MAKING A 

MERE CLOCKP 























































































































































































































































































































































ITSA 
CATE- 
: KEEPER, 
























































































































































TOA 
TREASURE 
WORTH 
SEVERAL 
BILLIONS. 







































































































I’M GLAD 

YOU HAD A 

CHANGE OF 
HEART. 

















f a Is THE 
OF ; a ASOLT THE 

COURSE. - 083 TREASURE 

REAL? 























I DON’T 
KNOW, 
ASK THE 
KILLER. 































pur your THIS CAR 
UACKET ON \] 1S.A RENTAL 
THE SEAT Win SO MAKE 
AND SIT ‘ SURE YOU 
ON IT MR. || DON’T DleTy 
PISS-PANTS. f- I, 











SEVERAL 
BILLIONS 
HUH... 


IF I PRE- 
SUME THAT 
MIMURA’S i, 


SALARY IS. 
10.000 YEN, HAVING TO 


work FOR 
MY ENTIRE 











I’LL BE 


ABLE TO 
MAKE 
THEM DO 
ANYTHING 
I WANT... 






















































































SO HAVING 
AN ALLY IS: 
NECESSARY. 




















“ENEMIES” 
ON THIS 
TREASURE 
HUNT, 




































































WHY ARE 





WITH THAT, 


PARTNER, 






































BECOME 
RICH 
TOGETHER 




























































































My 








NAME 
Is 
| I’m 
AMANO 
TAICHI, 
3 
SAWAMLUPA 
TETSUO. 
JUST 
TAICHI 
1S OK, 








YOU CAN 
JUST 
CALL ME 
TETSUO. 

















yo 
Sy 


JUST BE- 


SURE STORY 








S ANYONE 


ON TOP OF THAT A 
HE’S REALLY P oan ea 
HAGA GOEAT cy? ay A GREAT 
ATTITUDE. oe FACE 


















IT'S FeUS- 
EVEN FROM TRATING,, Bur, 
aan AMAZING HE 
CE Ne EVEN MADE 
FASCINATING 
ANO HE uy, AD 
EVEN CAL- 
LED ME HIS 
PARTNER... 
























































MY SELF 
ESTEEM, 







I KNOW 
I DION’T 

MENTION IT 
BEFORE, 





RISK SOMETHING 
SO DANGEROUS 
















JUST ASK THE 




















































































































































TREASURE 



















COULD IT BE | 
IVE LOST ALL MY 
COURAGE TO GO 
OUT BECAUSE 
I'VE KEPT LIVING 
SECLUDED IN 
THAT SECURE 
ROOM OF MINE 





FOR SO LONG...? 1% 































































































EVERYTHING 











AM I SUPPOSED 





TO 6O NOW... 












































I FEEL 
REFRESHED, 
I CHANGED 
THE WATER 

FOR YOU. 





















































I’M REALLY 
GRATEFUL FOR 
ALL THIS... 




















IT CAN'T BE 
SO JUST HELPED 
N STAY HERE " a 
FOR THE i SINCE 
- TIME BEING. BLIENED 






































PERSONALLY 
I’M BROKE. 


WELL, I'LL 
TELL YOU 


ALL ABOUT 
IT LATER. 





I DION’T RENT 
IT WITH MY 
OWN MONEY. 











I’LL 6O 
TAKE A 








I EVEN LOST ALL 
MY PICTURES. 





DID YOU ; 
HEAR ME? 
§ || TETSUO// 
















































































































































































































































































THOUGHT OF 
A BETTER 
NAME. 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































rewpstaroes 
o DID YOU 
DECC IIEeS. KNOW? 


LIVELY SCANS 
IS CURRENTLY 
RECRUITING 







































BRING Olle 
READERS 
FASTER 
RELEASES 
TOGETHER/S 


y 



























































rewpstaroes 
o DID YOU 
DECC IIEeS. KNOW? 


LIVELY SCANS 
IS CURRENTLY 
RECRUITING 







































BRING Olle 
READERS 
FASTER 
RELEASES 
TOGETHER/S 


y 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































WERE 
HAVING 


EGES FOR 
BREAKFAST, 












































LUXURY. a 













































HEY, YOU 
. SHOULD AT 

\ LEAST WASH 
YOUR FACE. 








IF IT BECOMES 
INHABITED WE WON'T 
BE ABLE TO SNEAK 
INTO THE TOWER AND 
INVESTIGATE AS WE 
DID UNTIL NOW. 


APPARENTLY A 
GUY CALLED 
MARUBE 
BOUGHT THE 
GHOST TOWER 
LAST WEEK. 





ABOUT THE 
TREASURE 





YESTERDAY 
YOU APPLIED 
FOR THE 
POSITION OF A 
CARETAKER 


FOR THE 
GHOST TOWER 
RIGHTP 


AND HERE 

IS WHERE I 

NEED YOUR 
HELP. 








AND THOUGHT. 
THAT I’M THAT 
SOMEONE. 


IF HE’LL SEE 
ME LOITERING 


HE’LL KILL ME 
FOR SURE THIS 
TIME/? 


I60OT 
ATTACKED 
BECAUSE 

I 6OT 
MISTAKEN 
FOR YOUP 





BUT WON'T 
THAT BE 
DANGEROUS? 


I DION’T 
THINK OF 


THIS 
YESTERDAY 
BUT, 





THIS “ENEMY” MIGHT 
HAVE NOTICED THAT 

SOMEONE ELSE IS 
ALSO INVESTIGATING 

THE GHOST TOWER. 


THERE'S 
A GREAT 
CHANCE 
ILL GET 
ATTACKED 
AGAIN! 











DON’T YOU 
THINK 
THINGS WILL 
GET EVEN 


MORE 
DANGEROUS 





BUT THE GUY 
WHO OPERATED 
THE CLOCK IN 
ORDER TO SAVE 
YOU, IN OTHER 

y WORDS ME. 





— : 3 | THE ONE 
3 : THIS “ENEMY” 
WANTS TO. 
KILL MOST 
RIGHT NOW 
ISN'T YOU, 
































SURE HAS 
A WAY WITH 











BECAUSE 
If HE 
KILLS YOU 


IDENTITY. 


YOU HAVE 
ACALL 
FROM 
MIMUeA- 
SAMA. 


HE REALLY 
CALLED THE 
NUMBER 
TETSUO 
GAVE HIM. 


WELL, WELL, 


WA YOU REALLY 
THEN IS THE WERE AVAIL- 
PART ABOUT 


one ABLE AT THIS 
Ae MARRIAGE ABOUT YOU FONE. 
i 


MSO Tee? INHERITING NUMBER: 
Va 
a 
DAMN | 
ie 
. 


SOME MONEY 
WAS A LIE. 





2 







WOULD YOU 






LIKE ME TO YOU WILL GET 

GET YOUA MARRIED TO 
WEDDING. HANAZONO-SAN 

PRESENT? RIGHT. 





















AND HE'S 
‘| AMUSED By 
| “SEEINE ME 

IF YOU'RE a THAN LIES! 
NOT INTE- iP YES, A 
RESTED IN DIAMOND 
SEARCHING = CROWN 
FOR THE WOuLP ee 
\ Rees Hee, BILLIONAICE, 
HAHAHA, 

















I HAVE ONE 
CONDITION, 




































































THE NEXT TIME 
MIMURA CALLS, I 
WANT YOU TO TAKE 
CARE OF IT... 




















































































































































































































































































































+ 4 
- ¢ 
Une 5 
. ct 
I THOUGHT | 
FINALLY FOUND 
‘A FRIEND WHO 
HAS THE SAME 
Wiad WHA|) AND oust INTERESTS AS 
wie 2 THINKING ‘ME, 
SINCE Youmier || YOu, || To Pao, 
tone HAVE A SAYING. WAys NOW 
paw BUNCH OF MADE MY 
FRIENDS HEAeT 
" RIGHTP BEAT 
Cos f REALLY 
E FAST. 





Lae 










































































































































































DO I LOOK 
LIKE ITP 
a 
¥ 
—5 sure! 
vu 
ca) 
z I SEEM TO b> 
1S THAT SEE- GIVE THE 
REALLY | IMPRESSION ALOT OF 
HOW IT THAT I'LL BE 1: PEOPLE GATHER 
1S? i OK, EVEN a! © @& AROUND ME BUT 
WITHOUT = FOR SOME 
HAVING ; REASON THEY 
ANYONE BY ALL END UP 
MY SIDE. LEAVING. 
= 
} 
SS 
oF 















































BUT, I FINALLY 
MANAGED TO 
IF IT’S YOU, FINO SOMEONE 
WITH SIMILAR 
TASTES. 


JUST FINE, 


IT LOOKS LIKE 
A MOVIE WAS 
MADE AFTER 
ONE OF 
TO sHeeeu's 
6O SEE IT ORKS, 
TOGETHER mi 











YOKOMIZO SEISHI, 
KOUGA SABLIROU, AND 
OTHER CRIMINAL 
NOVELISTS. IT WAS MY 
FIRST TIME TALKING SO 
MUCH ABOUT THIS WITH 
SOMEONE ELSE. 


BRITAIN- 
AMERICAN 
CRIMINAL 
NOVELS APE 
BEING 
TRANSLATED 
IN ITALIA. 


HE REALLY 
LOVES 


GIALLO | 
MEANS THEY'RE 
YELLOW. CALLED 
q GIALLO. 


i" 


INTERESTED 
IN THE 
BIZARRE... 














SINCE WE’PE BOTH 
GUYS PLAYING THIS 
SORT OF PRANK 
SHOULDN'T BE 
ANYTHING TO GET 
UPSET ABOUT. 




























































































TETSUO |\\'l 
-KUN/T 3) Dp 








HAVE At 
WEIRD HOBBIES 


LIKE THAT... 





x i 
































STOP IT 
WITH THE 
WEIRD 
PRANKS. 


























| GHT Hove 
| Geen a eit 
UNPLEASANT 


WITHOUT 
GRASPING 
THE 
T ALWAYS DCTANG. 
NING A FRIENDS 
RUINING ALL ; 
FRIENOLY 
RELATION- 








AT BREAKING 
FRIENDSHIPS 
IN AN INSTANT. 





YOUR LOVE 
FOR THE 
BIZARRE 




















j GY yes! 



























































































































































































































































uit . AREN'T 
étao. |\ JMS aie eM 

m VF : : ALSO, 

c ¢ é s INTERESTED 

. IN THE 
i AS HISTORY OF 
: : THE GHOST 
- 7 TOWER? 4 
i * | = 
: 4 Sa 
‘ 
WAS BUILT BY ~ . —— 
IHYOUE ECHIGOYA . 
AT THE END OF ~ 
THE EDO PERIOD. = I SS 
~~ yy 
Ne Wy 
x 
s 
: AG 4 
74 IT LOOKS LIKE t 
GUT THEN AN 
MS \i | eee cera 
HAPPENED ANO HE TREASI 
GOT TRAPPED LIE IN AN 
INSIDE UNOERGROLIND 
‘ MAZE BENEATH 
THE TOWER... 


BURIED 
ALIVE? 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THAT HIS SMALL 
VOICE WAS HEARD 
ECHOING OUTSIDE 

THE TOWER. 


ANYONE 
HELP HIM? 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ALL HIS 
DESCENDANTS WHO 
TRIED TO GET THEIe 

HANOS ON THE 
MONEY, ENDED LIE 
DYING ONE AFTER 

THE OTHER IN 

LUNEORTLINATE 
EVENTS. 





SOUNDS 
LIKE A 


I THOUGHT YOU'D 
FIND THIS STORY 
AMUSING ANO 

LAUGH ABOUT 





AND THEI 


HE WAS THE 
ONLY ONE 
WHO KNEW 
HOW TO 
OPEN THE 
000R TO 
THE MAZE. 


SO NO 
ONE WAS 
ABLE TO 

SAVE HIM. 


@LOOD LINE 
ENDED IN THE 
KOBE AIR 


RAID. 


THE WOMAN WHO. 
GOT THE ESTATE 
AFTERWARDS, 
GOT MURDERED 
@Y HER ADOPTIVE 

DAUGHTER, 


ANDO THAT 

DAUGHTER 
WAS FOLIND 
DROWNED. 
























































THAT ATTACKED 
ME BACK THEN 
Wi 


S- 



























































































































THERE’S NO WAY 
A GHOST CAN TIE 
UP A PERSON. 






PROBABLY A 
REAL GHOST 














IF IT WANTED 











0 ee i 
mini 4 
THERE WAS NO oe 
REASON TO TIE ME COULDVE DONE ih fi 
UP TO THE TOWER! IT MUCH EASIER. hy, fe (AZ 





THERE'S A 
POSSIBILITY THAT 
E DERER 
WAS SOMEONE 
INFLUENCED @Y 
KASUTORI 
MAGAZINES. 














THEN THERE 
WAS PROBABLY 
A REASON, 





FOR TYING is 
YOU THERE. a c - 









































































































































IT’S BECAUSE ERM... 
YOU LOOK BAD. : 





i 


21 


WS 





THIS ISP 








THE HOUSE OF 
THE PERSON 
WHO BOUGHT 

THE GHOST 
TOWER. 


TEETH 


Baa 4 
PH 


; IF WE CAN'T 
WE'LL GET GET CLOSE EVERY DAY 
Cre TO THE . ‘ AN AT THIS 
GHOST LOYEE’ TIME IN THE 
PERSON TOWER, L ENE rye EVENING, 


WHO. \ 
SOUGHT IT. 4 BY HERE. 











YOU SMELL 
RATHER NICE 
WHEN YOU'RE 

NOT SMOKING... 


EHP 

LISTEN, QUST 

PRETEND YOU 
GOT HIT. 





















































































































































































































































WHAT ARE 
¥OV DOING!! 
1 ALMOST 
biep! 


IT’S NECESSARY 
TO SPILL SOME 
8LOOD IN ORDER 
TO GET THE 
TREASURE, 








SO COME > 
JOIN ME AT 7 
LIVELY 









x ’ 
a 


CHAPTER 4 - THE THREATENING MASK 






THREATEN 


THIS WAY 

WE CAN IT’S AHIT 
THREATEN AND RUN. 
THEM WITH 


Sy WELL THIS 


1S CON- 


A VENIENT. 


pocroR 

ALL A 

DOCTOR 
" 


THE ONLY 
BLOOD BEING 
SPILT HERE 
IS MINE/! 



















WE CAN'T 
THREATEN THEM, 

THAT WOULD 
BE A CRIME! 


WE'LL JUST ASK 
THEM TO GET US A 
JO8 THAT WILL 
ALLOW ONE TO GO IN 
f ANDO OUT OF THE 
C GHOST TOWER AT ANY 
: GIVEN TIME. 





TO USE 
SUCH 


! o1RTy 
AREN'T 
YOU THE METHODS 


LEAST BIT 
ASHAMEDP 








WHAT ARE YOU 
TALKING ABOUT? T 
WAS THE ONE WHO 
RAN INTO THE CAR 
IN THE FIST PLACE. 


IT'S NOT AS 

IF WE'LL BE 

ASKING FOR 
MONEY. 


















































THAT'S & 
FAIR DEAL. 























AND AS LONG AS 
YOU DO THE JOB 
PERFECTLY, NO 
ONE WILL BE AT 
ALOSS. 


IN THIS 
WORLD, 





IT’S NOT 
BROKEN 
IS ITP 





WHEN HE “ . 
NOTICED y THE DRIVER 


THE BALL as HIT THE 
YOU KICKED, : ; BRAKES- 





I'M GLAD 
YOU'RE 
NOT HURT, 





HE IS 
0 KILLED 
eeIeING a ane 
PEOPLE SO 
THEY WRITE HIM 
A MEDICAL 
CERTIFICATE 
STATING THE 
PATIENT HAS 
SUFFERED 
MAJOR 
DAMAGE... 








SOMEWHAT 
SCARY. 





a) 


4 
ey 
bay 
Ld 
y 
‘@ 





IS 
ACTUALLY 
TETSUO 
HIMSELF. 








ANDO HE IS 
USED TO 
TELLING 

LIES... 












TLL 
JUST 
60 TO 
THE 
TOILET. 







WE'LL WAIT 
FOR ABOUT 
q| _AN HOUR 

| BEFORE WE 
CALL THEM 
WITH OLR 











IT HAVE A 
FEELING IT 


























MIGHT GET, 
THIS ISN’T 
RIGHT. 




















































































































MY MOTHER hays 
HAS BEEN SINCE OUIe 
WORKING FATHER DIED 
REALLY HARD. IN AN Ate 


RAID, 




















AND NOW IT’S 
MY TURN TO 
LOOK AFTER 

HER. 








ANO HE 
OFFERED 
TO HELP 
YOU SEE! 














| THEY WILL TAKE 
HER TO A LARGE 


THAT MIMUICA HI 
WOULD TAKE CARE HOSPITAL IN 
OF HIS FIANCE’S ANO SHE'LL TOKYO NEXT 
MOTHER 8LT... FINALLY GET MONTH, 
‘A SURGERY 
THERE. 













































































mak 

m4 AGSOLUTELY 

A ANO HE ALWAYS mie very | mel 
TAKES ME TO WORK PELIAGLE, 


WHEN I’M RUNNING 
LATE, 


















































WILL YOU 
CONTINUE 
your Joe 


ASA 
JOURNALIST? 





er 
/) 


SINCE MIMURA-KLUIN 
AND HIS PARENTS ARE 
TELLING ME TO. 
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IT LOOKS 
LIKE IT WAS 
ARSON. 
















































OR AT 
LEAST 
THAT'S 
WHAT MY. 
JOURNALIST 
INSTINCT IS. 
TELLING ME. 








NO, T’LL 
RESIEN. 


EVEN TODAY, 

I WENT TO 
COLLECT DATA 
ON YESTERDAYS 
FIRE. 














HIM JUST 
FOR THAT. 

















IT WAS A JOB 
WORTH DOING, 














































SO IT'LL BE 
IMPOSSIBLE 
TO CATCH 
THE PERPE- 
TRATOR. 


SHOULD T CALL 
THE NUMBER T 
RECEIVED FROM 
THE GUY BACK 
THEN? 








IT LOOKS 
: LIKE THERE 
(CNY AREN'T MANY 
heey CLUES 

vy EITHER, 











COULD YOU 
CALL ME 
\ IF YOU GET 
ANY MORE 
INFORMATION 


SURE, 

















BECAUSE 
OF THAT 
PERSON 


N 





bd 





MY BOOKS, 
DIARIES, 
PICTURES, SOIT 
My EVERY- WAS 


THING... ARSON 














THE FIRE 
HAPPENED 
IN HON- 
MACH 
RIGHT? 








IF THAT PART 
ABOUT YOU 
BECOMING 
RICH WAS TRUE 
OR NOT... 















































HOPING FOR 
SOMETHING? 





IF POS- 
SIBLE, 







































I'D UKE TO 
BELIEVE SHE 
WANTS ME TO 
BE RICH... 
































































































































































COULD IT BE SHE 
OOESN’T WANT TO 
MARRY MIMURAP 






WAS 
T RIGHT, 











DOES SHE 

WANT ME 

TO SAVE 
HER... 


IT’S NOT ME. 

















> 


IT’S JUST 

BECAUSE T 

MIGHT HAVE 
IT, 








MONEY \ 
THAT IS. 


To \ SHE'S JUST 
HOPING TO FINO A 
SPONSOR : Z NEW, BETTER 
HEe... PERSON THAN 
MIMURA, 





sue ff 
NOTICED [f 























































































































HEe 
SELFISH 
FEELINGS, 


THAT I 
NOTICED, 










































































IT’S TRUE, 






























































































































































































































































































































































BECOME A RICH 
MAN VERY SOON!! 



























































GE IT THREATENING 
SOMEONE OR 
WHATEVER. 


LEAVE A 
COMPLETELY 
CLEAN LIFE. 





9 
2g 
Te 
ay 
Bs 
Yo 
Eo 























vn 









































AH YOU WON'T BE 
YOU'RE THREATENING 
RIGHT. MARUBE. 
FIRST 
(T'S THE \ 
ORIVER!! Et “ 





THE ONE 
WHO HIT YOU 
WAS A GIRL. 
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AGIRL? 































































































A 
SHOWDOWN 
WITH MARUBE 
HUH... 


SOMEHOW 
MY HEART 
IS BEATING 
REALLY 
FAST... 













































































OUST CALL 
THEM AND TELL. 
THEM YOU 
WANT TO MEET 
THEM ANDO TALK 
TO THEM IN 
PERSON. 


OK? 








IGOTIT. 





DION’T YOU 
SEE THE 
PERSON WHO 
: HIT YOUP 



































HIS 18 
YEAR OLD 
UNDERAGED* 
OAUGHTER. 


SO DON’T BE 
NERVOUS AND 
THREATEN HER 

TO your 
HEARTS: 
CONTENT. 





































































































“IN JAPAN ONE IS INOERAGEDO UNTILL THE AGE OF 20 


9z-----9 





























MARUBE’S 
OAUGHTER 
SATOKO, 
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YOU... YOU 
DROVE 
AWAY 
OION’T 





TO TALK ABOUT 
WHAT TO DO 
FROM HERE 
ON OUT.., 




















ERM... 
uwaaaa, || COULD 
you 
PLEASE 
STOP 
CRYING 





ack 


















































A.. ABOUT 
3 HOURS... 


YOU HIT 
SOMEONE 


WITH THE 
We CAR... 


I..I WOULO LIKE US 
TO MEET IN 
PERSON ONCE... 


















ke-keep 
this a 
secret 
from my 
father! 





m™ 
TELLING 
TO 5T0P 


ORY ING. 


ie 





vt 





SOUNDED 
SCARY AND 
WAS VERY 
EFFECTIVE. 





THAT VOICE 
OF YOURS 
AT THE 
END, 
























































PLEASE 
FORGIVE 















TO SAVE 
HANAZONO- 
SAN... 

















Seer 
q 
IT'LL MAKE 
YOU FEEL 
BETTER. anon A 
A\\\ 
NY 
\ f/, / 

























































































































































































WHAT? 




















































































































CAN YOU, 





























HEY, 














Zz 
a 
vi} 
iy 
ie} 
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TALK TO ME 
ABOUT YOUR 
CHILDHOOD? 









































FINE, BUT ARE 





YOU SURE? IT’S 
NOTHING 
SPECIAL, 


I'M REALLY 
INTERESTED. 
















































IT’S FINE, 
OUST TELL ME 
ABOUT IT. 























cane 


DION’T HAVE ANY 
FAMILY SO T WAS. 
RAISED IN AN 
ORPHANAGE. 

















































HE WAS A 
SCHOLAR. 





AND HE WAS 
POOR... 





WHEN I WAS 
FIVE YEARS OLD 
I GOT TAKEN IN 
BY MY FOSTER 
FATHER. 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THAT’S AMANO, 
THE GLY T WAS 
TELLING YOU 
ABOUT, 































I’M ALSO 
DOING WELL 
WITH THE 
TREASURE 


PROTECTING 
your 
CHASTITY... 
RIGHTP 
















































































































































TETSUO, 
ARE YOU 
LISTENING 





























IM 
LOOKING 
FORWARD, 















































TO OBTAINING 
EVERYTHING, 




























































































































































































































































































































































































ANDO BECOMING 
YOUR BRIDE. 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































SO COME > 
JOIN ME AT 7 
LIVELY 















































































































































































































































AFTER SHE 
MEETS OUR 
DEMANDS 
OUST ACT 
FRIENOLY. 


WALLET 
ANDO A 
MAP OF 
THE 
MEETING 





SO YOU CAN 
8E YOUR 
USUAL SELF 


THERE'S NO 
NEED TO 
TREAT 
MARLBE’S 
DAUGHTER 





YOU SCARED 
HER ENOUGH 
ON THE PHONE 
YESTERDAY, 











SO WHOM 
DOES HE 
GET ALL 

THE MONEY 
FROM? 





TLL @E 
WAITING 
OUTSIDE. 


MEETING, 


THERE’S 
QUITE A 
LOT OF 
MONEY IN 
HERE. 













































































L..’M, 














MARUBE 
SATOKO. 


















































SINCE YOU SAID 
TO KEEP ITA 
SECRET FROM 
YOUR FATHER 
T'LL SAY THIS 
TO YOU, 
































TM 
INTERESTED 


TOUTH BE TOLD, NOE 


OUST YESTERDAY T BLIEPINGS: 


WAS ON MY WAY 
TO YOUR FATHER 


THE THING [S, I 
WANT A JO8 AT 





TO ASK HIM FOR A THE GHOST 
Jos. TOWER, 
S 
AS HIS 
ay RELATIVE, 





YOU COULD PLIT 
IN A GOOD WORD 
FOR ME... 



















I’M WILLING HE ISN'T 
THEN I GUESS T TO PAY THE SOMEONE 
HAVE NO OTHER HOSPITAL WHO WOLILO 
OPTION BUT TO FEES..IS THAT LISTEN TO 
TALK TO YOUR NOT GOOD ME. 
FATHER. ENOUGH? 


RAN OVER 











hl 


T’'LL TRY ASKING 
MY FATHER. 





HE'S 
TERRIBLY 
AFRAIO OF 
HEP FATHER... 








THEN PLEASE GIVE UP, 
T’LL PAY YOU TWICE AS 
MUCH SO PLEASE JUST 

ACCEPT THAT. 


THAT WOULD 
ONLY SENEFIT 


IT’LL ALSO 4 
8E GOOD 
FOR YOU. 


MY FATHER 
DOESN'T LIKE IT 
lF I GET NEW 
MALE FRIENDS 
SO... 


T’LL 
INTRODUCE 
YOU AS A 
BROTHER OF 
ONE OF MY 
FORMER: 
CLASSMATES. 





YOU WON'T BE 
ABLE TO LIVE IN 
KOBE ANYMORE. 


YOU'RE 
OVERREACTING 


TO LIVE 
WITHOUT 
CAUSING EVEN 
A MINOR 
OFFENCE. 























IF THAT 





It’s 
DIFFICULT, 








BEING HELD 
IN CONFINEMENT 
FOR MONTHS 
UNDERGOING SEVERE 
INTERROCATIONS...1’VE 
SEEN MANY PEOPLE 
GO MAO DUE TO THAT. 





























f 










































































IF YOU'LL TRY 
TO THREATEN 
































MY FATHER WITH 

















THE HIT ANO 
RUN INCIDENT, 






































































































































HE WILL SEE 
YOU AS AN 
ENEMY. 


























BEING ACCUSED 


TO FIND A BESIDES, 
OF THIEVERY FAULT IN IT'S EASY, 
QUST FOR 
SOMETHING 
PICKING LIP A COMPLETELY 
LOST ITEM... 


ORDINARY 
AND ARREST 
SOMEONE 
FOR THAT... 















































CAN 














MY FATHER MARUBE-SAN 
1S A PUBLIC OO SUCH A 
PROSECUTOR. THING? 








WITHOUT 
ANY CON- 
NECTIONS 

WITH THE 

POLICE 

(T'S IM- 
ed POSSIBLE 
RIGHTP 





EHP: 























BUT THE 
ISN'T THE FACT THAT HE IS THING THAT'S 
A PUBLIC PROSECUTOR MOST 
WITH POLITICAL POWER. FRIGHTENING 
AB8OLT HIM, 





GUT THE 
FACT THAT 
HE- 
ISN’T FIT FOR A 
PUBLIC PROSECUTOR 
IN THE FIRST PLACE, 




















NOT JUST 
TLL you, 
PROBABLY 
GET IN ALOT 
OF TROUBLE 
TOO... 


THAT 
HEIS A 
PUBLIC 
PROSE- 
cuTOoR, 

















IF HE FINDS. 
OUT HIS 
RELATIVE DIO A 
HIT AND RUN, 
HE’LL GET 
REALLY MAD. 














YOU'LL 
REALIZE I'M 
NOT JUST 
MAKING 
THINGS LIP. 






















































































SATOKO. 



































I've 
BROUGT 





A FRIEND 
WITH ME... 












































































































































































































































TAKES 
IT’S TOLL. 








































































































REMEMBER? 
SATOKO. 


HE'S MY 
CLASSMATE 
SAKIKO-SAN'S 


HE QUST 
MOVED AND IS SEOTHER: 


LOOKING TO 
FIND SOME 
WORK HERE... 


OION'T I TELL YOU T 

DON’T WANT TO SEE 

ANY YOUNG GUYS IN 
THIS HOUSEP 




































































































































































BUT, THE 





MANSION IS 
TOO BIG FOR THE 
ancy JUST ME ANDO OLO 
THE OLD HOUSE- 
HOUSEKEEPER KEEPER, 
TO HANDLE... 





































































































YOU CAN DO 
EVERYTHING BY 
YOURSELF 
RIGHT? 














Sut... 
We 
4 
I OON’T . OON'T 
KNOW IF Z YOU THINK 
: A MURDER INCIDENT You 
HAPPENED THERE, AND KNOW 
o NOT ONLY THAT, THIS BUT, 
: THERE ARE MANY 3 i 
PS RUMORS GOING i Se 
_\ AROUND ABOUT TT... ; - 
f 
: | 
. 
ing I 








TO BE IN 
THAT 
MANSION 
ON TOP 
OF THE 
MOUNTAIN 
WITH JUST 
THREE 
PEOPLE... 





















EVERYONE 
KNOWS 
ABOUT THE 
THINGS 
YOU JUST 
SPOKE OF. 























WHO 

SAID 

you 
COULD 
SPEAKP 























I'M IN 
CHARGE OF 
THE PLACE 
WHERE THE 

OLO 
WOMAN 
GOT MUR- 
DERED 
RIGHTP 












































































































































I TOLD HER 
WE'D EMPLOY 
| AMANO-SAN... 


























TLL 
BECOME 
MORE 
OBEDIENT 
ANDO LISTEN 
TO EVERY- 
THING YOU 
SAY. 



























































Sa A STUPIO 
= GIRL KILLED 
| HER OLO 
WOMAN AND 
COMMITTED 
SUICIDE. 
a: 
! 
NOTHING = 
ELSE 
a HAPPENED 
AFTERWARDS. 
Q 
: S 
° 
I-I MADE A 
’ PROMISE TO 
f ! A) | MY FRIENO!! 
oy \ 
i a 
TF DT 
you AT LEAST, 
00 LEAST 
THAT... GWE 
.\ HIM A 
CHANCE... 
\ 
\ 
> 
msg 


THEN I'LL 
CONSIDER 
GIVING YOU 
THE JOB, 
GOT ITP 


you’Le 
REALLY 
BECOME 
OBEDIENT? 





IN THREE HOURS, TAKE THE 
MEASUREMENTS FOR THE NEW 
CURTAINS AND RUGS IN THE 
GHOST TOWER MANSION AND 
BRING ME SOME SAMPLES. 


ALLRIGHT! 
THIS IS WHAT 
WE'LL 00. 








TAKING ALL THE 
MEASUREMENTS INSIDE 
SUCH A LARGE MANSION 
ISN’T SOMETHING YOU 
CAN OO IN 3 HOURS... 





















































ABOUT 
THE HIT 
AND RUN 
INCIDENT 














BUT IF T00 
THAT, THEN 
THIS GIRL 
WILL... 





ACTUALLY, 


I CAN DO IT IN 
JUST TWO HOURS. 














































































































TO TAKE THE 

MEASUREMENTS 
OF THE 1 GOT ANGRY \ ice 

CURTAINS AND || AND 1 DIDN'T \ si 
RUGS OF THE WANT TO ae 

AND TO GHOST TOWER HURT THE 

EVEW MANSION IN GIRL, 501 

BRING SUCH A SHORT TALKED BACK 


SAMPLES 15 TIME, TO HM... 
IMPOSSIBLE 


sO IF 1 SAID 
YOU 00 


ALL THAT q SOMETHING 


YOU'LL GET STUPID-~-~~ 
EMPLOYEO j 


IT'LL TAKE A WHOLE HOUR 
OUST TO GET THERE AND 
BACK, WHAT SHOLILD I DO~ 


(nr 
ne 


LET'S 
OUST 
GIVE UP... 
TETSUO~ 


















THAT 


KUROBE, 
HE SURE Y} ©6TAKING MEASURES 


ISA FOR THE WHOLE 
DEVOURER MANSION DOES 
OF 






SOUND A BIT 
EXAGGERATED... 


A 






PEOPLE. 


IF IT’S US, ONE 
HOUR WILL BE 
ENOUGH, AM IT 

RIGHTP 










WE'LL SHOW 
THAT MARUBE 
FELLOW. 


AND AFTER 
ALL THE 
HARDSHIPS, 
I'VE FINALLY 
O8TAINED IT... 


WANTED TO 
HAVE THAT 
TOWER. 


SO I WON'T 
ALLOW SOME 
SUSPICIOUS 
PEOPLE TO JUST 
COME ANO TAKE 
















































































Yoh YOU HAVE 
MUSTN'T TO:CE 

4 SHOW ANY CAREFUL 

OPENINGS. SATOKO, 
























































































































































THEY A~LL BELONG 
TO ME, MARUBE 
DOUKUROU, 



























































SO COME > 
JOIN ME AT 7 
LIVELY 

























































































SN a ES a 
ee = 


SATOKO~ 









































TI WONDER WHAT 
HE CAME BACK 
FOR... 


THERE WAS NO 
NEED FOR YOU Pears 
TO COME BACK 
QUST TO TELL ME 
YOU GAVE LIP. 


IT'S ONLY 
IMPOS- 


PLEASE 
LEAVE. 






























































HERE ARE THE 


AND HEGE NOTES WITH THE 

APE THREE MEASUREMENTS FOR 

SAMPLES THE CLIRTAINS ANO 
OF IT. CARPETS YOLI NEED 











FOR YOUR MANSION. 



































































































































SS : J 
























































ALL, I 
Ye IN CONTRARY 
ain es TO THE WAY HE 
wow LOOKS THIS. 
) Wl) measuee ieee 
Y | | SOME 
you are | J ! MENTS, Ae 
MISTAKEN. GUTS, RIGHT 
i \ Se SATOKOP 
: ee Hf 
. $0 YOU JUST 
rm THOLIGHT OF ai 
WRITING 
eLease TAKE |! cOWN SOME 
THESE NOTES. PANDOMA . TO THINK HE 
THEY ARE THE NUMBERS. ‘| wouLo Tey AN : 
PROOF THAT : SWINDLE ME. = 
T'M TELLING 
THE TRUTH. A | 









































YOU MUST 
REMEMBER 
IT. 


U4 YEARS 
AGO, THE 
GREAT TYPHOON 
"JANE" PASSED 
HERE. 


AROUND 19.000 
HOUSES GOT 
COMPLETELY 

DESTROYED AND 

OVER 100.000 
HOUSES GOT 

PARTIALLY 
DESTROYED. 


THE JANE 
TYPHOON* 





ABOUT HOO 
PEOPLE DIED, 





AND THE 
CURTAINS AND 
CARPETS GOT 

FLOODED. 


AND HE TOLD 
ME THERE HAD 
BEEN SOME 
LARGE-SCALE 
WORK DONE ON THE 
INTERIOR DESIGN 4 
YEARS AGO. 


I ONLY HAO 
TO GO AND 
GET SOME 
SAMPLES- 


OT 
CALLEO THE 
CONTRACTOR 
THAT DOES 
REPAIRS ON 
WESTERN-STYLE 
HOUSES, 





CONSIDERING 
THE CIRCUM- 
STANCES 
THERE’S NO WAY 
THAT THE GHOST 
TOWER GOT 
AWAY 
UNDAMAGED. 


ANDO HE STILL 
HAO THE 
BLUEPRINTS 


HE REMEMBERED IT 
CLEARLY, SINCE THE 
CURTAINS ANO 
CARPETS HAD TO @€ 
CUSTOM MADE, 























WHICH TOOK 
ANOTHER 30 
SO PLEASE MINUTES, 
EMPLOY ME AS 
PROMISED. 








YOU'RE MORE 
INTERESTING, 








/ 


j,,| YOU'RE IN CHARGE OF 
Yj ALL THE CHORES: 


jj AROUND HERE. 


j oo. 


FROM TODAY 
or 
































OF SATOKO? . \ | WHAT DO 
YOU THINK, 


DOESN'T SHE 
‘8 ‘ . LOOK CUTE, 
WHAT'S THAT? LIKE A 
AN REDHEAD REDHEAO 
AN-CHAN? 








IT WAS 


iff IT WAS A 
EVER PLT A BOOK: rar 
VER OUT Haagen POPULAR 
HAND ON LAST YEAe, 
e DION’T YOU 
READ ITP 


wD 
SEE. 


























“KOBAYASHI 





YOU'LL END 
UP LIKE 
KOBAYASHI 
TAKIJI.* 





ERM...DION’T 
YOU SAY IT 
WOULD BE 
BETTER IF YOU 
WOULON’T 
SHOW 
YOURSELF 
AROUND 
MARUBE TOO 
MUCH... 











BESIDES, YOU 
OON'T HAVE A 
LICENSE SO IT 
WOULD BE WEIRD 
IF YOU WERE 
WITHOUT A DRIVER. 








A FRIEND WITH TOO | Gene! 
MUCH TIME ON HIS ot TELL 
HANDS, TO ORIVE MARLBE YO! 

YOU AROUND. e 


YOU WON'T BE 
HE'S SURELY : ABLE KEEP 
INVESTIGATING ‘ \ SECRETS FROM 
YOU AS WE THAT GUY. 
SPEAK, 




















T HAVE SOME- 
PLACE TO GO SOT 
CAN'T KEEP YOU 
COMPANY TODAY. 


IT’S ME, 


RUBE. 
COULD I SPEAK TO MAREE: 


INSPECTOR 
JINBABLIEP 


THERE IS 
SOMEONE 
T'O LIKE 
HIM TO 


INVESTIGATE, 


JUST 
PAVEAt I HAVE TO GO 


TAKE CAGE OF 
FO ee SOMETHING THAT 
COULD CAUSE US 
TROUBLE IF 
MARUIBE WERE TO 
GET WIND OF IT. 





I CAN CALL 
HANAZONO 
-SAN. 





COULD I 
SPEAK TO 
HANAZONO-SAN 
FROM THE 
LOCAL NEWS 
OEPARTMENT...? 


IT’S ABOUT THAT 

FIRE INCIDENT, I 
GOT SOME NEW 
INFORMATION. 


I THOUGHT OF 
CALLING You. 








THIS IS THE 
KOBE NEWS 
AGENCY. 


SI 


AH, ( HANAZONO 
AMANO-KUN, y SPEAKING. 
IS THAT YOU? 





I OON’T EVEN 
CARE ASOLIT THAT A 
4 natn T’M HAVING 
FIRE ANYMORE. A CONVER- 
SATION WITH 
HEP AND 





AN EYEWITNESS SAW A 
ROUND FOREIGN CAR 
SHAPED LIKE A PILL BUG. 


COULD THAT I THOUGHT 
HAVE BEEN [a youmicht || isi Have No 
TETSUO'S P WANT TO IDEA IF IT'S 
CARP KNOW. ) ANYHOW 
RELATED TO 
ARSON, BUT, 












— 






AMANO-KUN. 





NO, 
THERE'S 
NO WAY 























5 THAT'S 

THERE'S NO 

WAY THAT HE fy POSSIBLE. 
WOULO'VE 


KNOWN WHERE: 
IT LIVE AFTER 
OUST MEETING 
ME... 


THAT MAYBE 
I SHOULD, 








I WOULON’T 


















ANO IF HE THINKING BE ABLE TO 
‘SAYS T ABOUT ASKING OEE AME: 
SHOULO QuIT DIMLISA-KLIN ine S NO MINE 
NO MATTER ioe ABOUT LETTING HAL 
WHAT... = ME CONTINUE. _ 




















































YOU SHOULON’T 
FORCE YOURSELF!! 
YOUR MOTHER WILL 
SURELY 
UNDERSTAND! 














TRUTH BE wor- 
TOLO, I KING 

THOUGH ff sure Is 

SOIGOTA 
008 AT THE OF PREC- 
PLIBLIC GETTING 10us, 
PROSECUTOR i soe 
MARLBE, YSELF, 























YOU MEAN THE GLY 
THAT BOUGHT THE 
GHOST TOWER? 

















\ 00 YOU 
\ KNOW 
SOMETHING 
AMANO-KLIN LIKE THE 
> DISCOVERY 
OFA 
TREASURE! 
I WONDER IF | 
I SAID TOO y, | 
MUCH... aa 
Mel! 














































YOU MIGHT 
EVEN GET 
SOME 
EXCLUSIVE 
News! 





T/LL RETHINK 
ABOUT MARRYING 
HIM. 


KW PUBLIC 
NY PROSECUTOR 
° MARUBE.., 

















T HAVE THIS YEN 


SOMETHING 
GREAT ~ 
MIGHT 
HAPPEN 
NEAR THAT 
TOWER. 





















































'M 
HANGING 
uP. . 
IT'S NOTHING, 
" ween THAT PLACE JUST 
; ‘enue oe 
», SHE HEADLINES HARD TO EXPLAIN 
You KNow. aw EVENTS. 
so ——— 
THAT'S if 
: ALLIT AG 
WAS. a 
I WANT TO * 
TALK TO HER ‘ . 7 — 
‘AWHILE EOD : . 
LONGER... } Sy ah : 
sey : 
s us 
Rosana % 











ERM, 





























ACTUALLY, A 
WHILE BACK, 


A MURDER ALMOST 
HAPPENED THERE... 









































Waipe/Aitelysenecony 

































































KG 



































































































































WAS IT 
OUST MY 
IMAGINATION... 






































































THEN 
THAT 
MIGHT BE IF WHAT 
AMANO- 
KUN 
SAID IS 
TRUE, 
THAT WOLILO me . 
T t : : 
MEAN THAT Zoueone 
THERE'S A :_we WHO CANE jaw 
CHANCE THAT MAKE THE Pr, 
RIKA 1S STILL CLOCK ig 
ALNE.. . MOVE, 2 ” 
Ms » 
~ 
2 AQREs Wg ( 
/ [er W/ \’ Z 
. 
T JUST ‘ 
WANT TO ° AND, 
Ze, FIND SOME 
THEN I CAN tos 
MAKE AN IF RIKA TRULY IS 
AWESOME & DEAD, IT WOULD 
STORY- iy MEAN THAT THE 


MURDERER IS CY 
SOMEONE ELSE. - 























AND BREAK 






































THROUGH, 








IN THIS 
MALE-ORIENTED 
SOCIETY. 
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ARE YOU THE 
CARETAKER? 









NICE TO MEET 
YOU, I’M 
HANAZONO 
FROM THE KOBE 
NEWS AGENCY. 






























































































































































A HIDDEN 


=| D> 
Bz SHELF? 
Z 















































y vb q 





DI 








Kea 
ms 








qi 




























































































































































































































































































SO COME > 
JOIN ME AT 7 
LIVELY 











EXCUSE 
ME FOR A 

MOMENT 
INSPECTOR. 


YOU'RE AMANO 
TAICHI RIGHTP 


YES, HE'S 
ALSO A 
FORMER 

CLASSMATE 

OF MINE. 





00 you 
KNOW A 
HANAZONO 
MEGUMIP 


MORNING. 


















HE'S THE GUY 
MIMURA'S 
TALKING ABOUT, 









THERE'S NO 
MISTAKING IT 
INSPECTOR. 





























TO THE SCENE 
OF A CRIME. i 
















































































EHP ARE YOU 
SURE THAT'S 
ALL RIGHT/P 









































IT'S 11:10, 












MORE 















IT’S AS IF WE IMPORTANTLY, 
ARE SEEING THE WHY DIO THE 
SAME CRIME CULPRIT DO 
FROM TWO. SOMETHING THIS 
YEARS AGO! TROUSLESOME!? 































BUT...IF WE 


IF WE ASSUME IT WAS THE ASSUME... 


SAME CULPRIT, THEN COULD 
IT BE THAT SOMEONE ELSE 
KILLEO THE OLD WOMANP OR 
COULD IT BE THAT RIKA IS 
STILL ALIVEP 








1 ALWAYS WONDERED 
WHY AND I'LL HAVE you 
ANSWER ME TODA... wi» bo xov 
KEEP SPROUTING 
OUT WORDS LIKE 
THAT, 










AH-T'M 
SORRY, MY 
BRAIN JUST 
MOVES TOO 
FAST... 


LOOK AT THAT. 


A 
BLOODY 
CIRCLE. 


A 
MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
MURDERER 














SINCE 
WHOEVER DIO 
IT, MANAGED 
TO MAKE THE 
CLOCK TOWER 
MOVE, 





WE CAN'T 
RULE OUT THE 
POSSIBILITY 
THAT IT WAS 
THE SAME 
CULPRIT... 















MORE 
IMPORTANTLY, 
INSPECTOR- 













Man)| THAT ASIDE, 


iy 


THAT'S THE fh IT CAME 
OULPRITS TO meE!! 
WAME!! 


A WARNING TO 





THE PUBLIC 
PROSECUTOR Ped 
MARUBE WHO. RIKA IS BE 
JUST BOUGHT STHLL ALIVE!! 
THIS MANSION... 




















A WARNING, SAYING, 
a TO GO AWAY. 


——— 








IS THAT- 


REALLY 
HANAZONO-SAN? 








THIS IS 
THE FIRST 


wl CAN'T 
\ BELIEVE 
AFTER I THIS, 
SPECIFICALLY 
TOLO HER NOT 
TO GO ALONE...!! 


HAON’T 
SAID 
THOSE 
UNNECES- 
SARY 
THINGS... 














sul Tn WASN'T 
ME, 


HE HAD 

HIS EYES 
on my 
FIANCEE! 


50 HE DEUIDED TO 
TAKE HER TO AW 
ABANDONED PLACE 
AND MAKE HER 
UKE HIGH!" 


ARE YOU 
SURE IT’S 
REALLY 
HEe.., 





vt 


ALREADY 
CONTACTED 


HER 
MOTHER? 


THE DOCTOR 
TOLD US TO WAIT 
FOR THE RIGHT 
MOMENT. 


WE NEED 
TO TELL 
HER, 


BEFORE WE 
00 THE 
AUTOPSY. 




















JUST GO IN BY 
MYSELF THEN. 





© 























IT SHOULD 

BE OVER IN 

ABOLIT AN 
HOLE. 


SHE WANTS. 

TO GE LEFT 

ALONE FOR 
AWHILE. 












































I WOULD LIKE TO 
TALK TO THE TWO OF 
YOU, SO COULO WAIT 

HERE LINTIL THE 

AUTOPSY IS OVER? 











i 





— 
yi 
































































































































if 
¢ 
} 
: J 
i 
wy 
j 
tt 
uv 
\ — 
TIEO HANAZONO- MUe0- — 
SAN’S BODY fs Pay eee, | — 
TO THE CLOCK : - ft 
AS IF IT WERE 
A TOY... | 
: us y P| 
bili oS : 
y 
COULO = — 
IT GE, 
- 
: 
a 
d 
SHE 
WASN'T 
OUST 
I BET HER BH Atse fh MURDERED, 
MOTHER THINKS — FE RAPED... 
THE SAME- : 


























Th 








NOTHING I CAN 
DO ABOUT IT. 








ootee Fou 


FROMHECE || ‘TAKE CARE, 
ON, RIGHT? : 


SUT ALSO OF 
HER DIGNITY AS 
A WOMAN. 





THERE IS, 


| paueHTer | 
roeeeo | 
OF HER 
LIFE, 

















HAP 


















































I’M BEING ‘ MEGUMI 
REALISTIC. OIE 
RIGHT? 
THERE'S 
NOTHING 
CONNECTING : 
ME TO HER 1 
MOTHER - 
ANYMORE. I 
HAVE NO 
SUCH 
OBLIGATIONS ; 
4 rs 
Or ARE YOU ES 
TRYING TO SAY hi Dyse / 
YOU'VE BEEN , 
TAKING CARE OF 
A COMPLETE : a 
STRANGER LIP 
TILL NOW? 
v 
BESIDES, \" 
YOU ARE IN i) 
NO POSI- q 
TION TO BE mi i 
SAYING 
THAT. ’ 
© 
THOUGH RIGHT NOW, I’M AT HE'S GOT 
LEAST THINKING OF TAKING A POINT, 
CARE OF A COMPLETE 
STRANGER... Hi 
a 
POLICE 
Was... + OFFICER, 
WAS SHE. ant 
|} autoesy 
T| 1S Over, 








y 






































ANY SIGNS 
OF SEXUAL 
ASSAULTP 


THERE WERE 
NO SUCH 
TRACES 

FOUND ON 

THE BODY. 











SHE NEVER HAD 

ANY EXPERIENCE 

WITH MEN SO TO. 
SAY. 












ANY OTHER 
GUYS BEFORE 
ME, 
























































CHERISHED HER. 







































































































































g I 
REALLY, 
. Le SHE WAS 
yer. || SwieHeo \ OUST 
IML SOMTHING FOP AND WAS | agouT To 
RA, LIKE THIS... THAT, SUPPOSED TO Quit Hee 
BECOME MY | | voe, 
BEAUTIFUL 
fy") FAITHFUL WIFE. 





























Th 










































THAT SHE 
WANTED TO 
CONTINUE WITH 
HER WORK, 






























































FOR A GIRL LIKE 
THAT, SO I 
WON'T SAY 
ANYTHING... 




















ARE YOU 
SHEDDING 
THOSE TEARS 
OF YOURS? 



























































iWsanaGeE 























a 





MY OWN WAY OF 
MOURNING. 








T HAVE, 















































I THINK I(T 

onus WOULO BE 
: EST IF SHE 

HEARS IT 

FROM 

SOMEONE 
OTHER THAN 
THE POLICE... 




















I WANT TO 
TELL HER 


AUTOPSY 
RESULTS... 


em 








you 
CAN, 














CAN I SPEAK 
TO HER 
MOTHER? 


I SEE... 


FOR TELLING ME 
IN PERSON... 




















OF THE HOSPITAL 
FEES FROM 
NOW ON. 


. | THERE'S NO 
REASON FOR 
ACTU- « | You TO 60 
ALLY, THIS FAR... 
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4 TWILL 
i TAKE CARE, 

















eur... 
YOU SAID 60 you 
YOU WERE OON'T HAVE 
OUST HEe TO worRy 
CLASSMATE ABOUT THAT. 








\ (al \ 
Vv 

\ | 
\ 
























































































































































| 50 DON'T 
THINK OF IT 
AT FIRST T 
50 a a] NEDICAL I BORROWED 
I CAN'T BETRAY AVOIDING i 
A DEAD PERSON... PAYING IT Caries ON acer 
N REALLY NOW! BACK BLT... parce / 
; i OFF MY 
Bete DEGT, 
Ne AHAHA! 








































































































< 



































me We’LL 
2 HAT'S. Tee 
or pleut. I MIGHT BE you 
- ANNOYING gu, BACK. SS 
YOU REALLY 
DON'T KNOW 








ANYTHING? 














MARUBE 
WOULD 
BECOME 
CAUTIOUS OF 
ME AND T 
WOULD BE 
UNABLE TO 
GET THE 
TREASURE- 



























































1S THE 
SAME THAT 
THAT KILLED ONE, FIGURE THAT 


HANAZONO- ATTACKED 

















LIKE z 
THE BUG THE 
THAT IS zs THAT IS SHINI- 
HOW T’LL { CALLED GAMI 
CALL IT, % THE OF THE 
"DEATH CLOCK, 
WATCH 
BEETLE” 
IN oo 





ENGLISH- is 


Henn as fa 























i j f : “SHIBAN- 


I WILL PIP OFF | . 4 MUSHI", 
THAT MASK OF | TV 7E 
YOURS, z 








AND CAPTURE 
youl! 


























SO COME > 
JOIN ME AT 7 
LIVELY 





























OID TETSUO 
COME BACK 
ALREADY? 

















WELL THEN, 

































IS THAT OF A 
PERSON WHO 
KNOWS HOW TO 
OPERATE THE 
CLOCK TOWER. 


THAT TETSLIO IS 
ALSO A POSSIBLE 
SUSPECT, 








HE 
MURDEROUS 
DEMON OF 
(| THE CLOCK 
TOWER, 
“SHIBAN- 

















T ALSO OUST 
CAME BACK, 


WELL, I DON’T 
MINO, BUT TRY TO 
BE MODERATE WITH 
YOUR CURIOSITY. 


UNPLEASANT. 





WERE YOU 
ROAMING 
AROUND 

WHILE I WAS: 
Away? 


I'M SURE I SAW 
A SHADOW OF 
SOMEONE ON 

THE SECOND 
FLOOR JUST 
Now. 





THIS SOUNDS 
LIKE AN 
INTERROGATION. 























DON'T JUST GO 


BARGING IN. 











|| NOW THAT I 
Vr ‘ i : THINK AGOLIT IT, 
2 ‘i | Wd] I'VE Never @EEN 
f TO THE SECOND 
FLOOR BEFORE. 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THIS 15 
RUDE, 


WOULD 
xOvV 
GO OVT? 

































































































































































































































































nit WERE ANSWER V 
Ov AT me! i 
THE 
GHOST 
TOWER!? “n 
. \ 


HAPPEN LAST VAL 


: O10 SOMETHING |e 
NIGHT? es | 






































HANA- \ 
GOT ZONO : 
MURDERED! -SAN, : w 
* <2 
_ 








SHE WAS 


STABBED 
ANDO GOT TIED UIP ‘ WITH A 
TO THE TOWER... y KNIFE, 






























THAT GIRL 
WAS... 







BECAUSE 
I SPOKE 



















I TRIED TO GET HER 
ATTENTION, SO I 
OUST KEPT TALKING 
ON AND ON!! 









YOU LOVED 
HER, DION’T 
yOu... 






















































































e 
ow 
42 
he) 
party 

= 

& 


SETTLE THIS! 














j O 01D YOU 
. 00 IT..? 














I WERE THE ONE 
WHO KILLED HER, 





ne 





WHAT WOULD 
YOU DOP 





























WOULD YOU HAND 
ME OVER TO THE 
POLICE? 
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YOU FEEL 
BuT.., 


T KNOW HOW 

















IN ORDER TO 
KILL SOMEONE, 


TO KILLA 
PERSON. 


























| YOU CAN ALSO 
BECOME ONE. 


hil 
| ih | {l 


ij 
| 
Wn 

HA 


\ 























































































































I WENT TO A 
PRIVATE 
HOSPITAL IN 


i KURE IN 
HIROSHIMA, 


WHETHER YOU 
DECIDE TO BELIEVE 
ME OR NOT IS UP 
TO YOU, 





IT WASN'T 

THE ONE 

WHO KILLED 
HER. 




































































































































IF THE CAR THE 
: : EYEWITNESS SAW 
WAS ACTUALLY : IN FRONT OF MY 


TEISHO'S: APARTMENT AT IT'S NOT AS 
ee THAT TIME, IF 7 SELENE 
IM... 








lig LU, 
Tie cenoon THEN THERE’S NO 


THEN THAT WHO ATTA- ||| WAY HE COLILO’VE 
WOULD MEAN CKED ME IS BEEN THE ONE 
THAT TETSUO THE SAME THAT ATTACKED 


ISN'T ‘4 PERSON ME AT THE GHOST 
“SHIGANMUSHI”, y WHO KILLED 
HANAZONO- 

SAN, 














THAT IS ONLY THE 
CASE IF THERE 
WAS JUST ONE 
PERPETRATOR. 







































Ra, 


WHOEVER IT rie 
WE MUST BE WAS MUST'VE | 
A GREAT ALREADY tle | 
HINDRANCE TO NOTIFIEO THE | 
THAT OTHER POLICE, SO WE HERE IN | @Y THE WAY, WE 
PERSON, WHO CAN EXPECT ORDER TO. | NEED TO HIDE 
1S ALSO AFTER THEM TO COME INCRIMINATE | THIS MASK AND 


SEARCH OUR us. \ THE KNIFE. 


THE TREASURE. | 
HOUSE. \ 







































WE CAN RELAX, BECAUSE 
UNLESS THE MINISTER 
OF POSTS AND 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS: 
APPROVES IT, THE POLICE 
AREN'T ALLOWED TO 
OPEN IT. 














LET’S JUST SEND IT 
SOMEWHERE PER POST! WE 
CAN SEND IT TO AN UNKNOWN 
ADDRESS AND IT'LL BE ALL 
OVER. 




















IF TETSUO REALLY 
1S THE CULPRIT, 








THEN THAT MAKES ME 
AN ACCOMPLICE!! 











































































































SO THERE WERE 
NO TRACES OF 
BODILY FLUIDS 


THE CULPRIT 
MIGHT'VE BEEN A 
WOMAN. 



































































i a IT'S POSSIBLE THAT 
HOWEVER, SHE ARRANGED IT 
Sust A i “TO CONCEAL THE” 
\ ij L 
Tanne v4 FACT SHE'S A TO ME, IT SEEMS MORE 
" A\ WOMAN. LIKE A CRIME DONE BY 









AN IMPOTENT GUY OR A 
SEXUAL DEVIANT, 







INVESTIGATE 
AS YOU SEE 


















































YOU SHOULD: 
REINVESTIGATE THAT IT WAS THE 
THE CASE OF SAME PERSON 


WHO KILLED THE 
HER DEATH, CLO WONON. 
RIKA, 

















I HAVEN'T 
TOLD THIS TO 
THE PLIBLIC 
PROSECUTOR 

MACLIBE : DIVIDE THE 
WORK 
AMONGST 
your 
PEOPLE. 




















SO THE 


MURDERER 


A WARNING 
TO THE 
PUBLIC 

PROSECUTOR 



































YOU'RE 
oo WORTH- 
\\] Less! 
= 
ee- 
SIDES, 


WHY NOT KILL MARUBE 
HIMSELF, WHY GO 
AROUND IN CIRCLES... 





NO, IT’S 
POSSIBLE 
THE VICTIM 

OID... 








HAVE YOU BEEN 
READING TOO 
J | MANY CRIMINAL 
NOVELS 
LATELY? 





& 









THERE IS 
ALSO A 
SMALL 
BLOODY 
CIRCLE ON 
THIS WALL, 
























































IT’S A PICTURE 
OF THE CRIME 
SCENE... 





























IF THE PERPETRATOR 
KILLED SOMEONE 
JUST TO SEND A 

MESSAGE, 
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EVERYWHERE... 


= MSCrO< TO OZM : NMEO3 AHOTO MI4 






























































































































































Re 4 
em 
i 
a 
Lo 2 
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Lap fie 
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i ss A SHIGAN- 
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